Direct right atrial insertion of a Hickman catheter in an 11-year-old girl.
Central venous lines are of particular importance in seriously ill children that require parenteral nutrition, chemotherapy, or other medications. The jugular or subclavian veins are ordinarily used for primary access. Alternatives include the femoral veins, the intercostal veins, and transhepatic approaches. If the use of these standard sites of placement is made impossible, due, for example, to chronic thrombosis, an alternative approach has to be found. The following report presents the case of an 11-year-old girl with short-bowel syndrome and a desperate need for parenteral nutrition. Over the course of her treatment, she developed chronic thrombosis of the jugular, subclavian, and femoral veins, as well as thrombosis of the inferior vena cava. As an alternative route for central venous access, we describe a successful direct placement of a tunnelled catheter into the right atrium via a right anterolateral thoracotomy.